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cessantly to increase the quantity of Tuskegee's output
as well as to maintain the quality. He brought Tus-
kegee to the point where it reached through all its courses
including its summer courses, short courses, and extension
courses, more than 4,00x3 people in a single year, not
counting the well-nigh innumerable hosts he counseled
with on his State educational tours. In short, Booker
Washington's task at Tuskegee was not only to turn out
good leaders for bis people, but to turn them out whole-
sale and as fast as possible. He was, as it were, running a
race with the powers of ignorance, poverty, and vice. This
in part accounted for the sense of terrific pressure which
one felt at Tuskegee, particularly when he was present and
personally driving forward his great educational machine.
This also may have accounted for the seeming lack
of finesse in small matters which occasionally annoyed
critical visitors who did not understand that the great in-
stitution was racing under the spur of its indomitable
master, and that just as in any race all but essentials must
be thrown aside.

Long before the University of Wisconsin had, through its
extension courses, extended its opportunities in greater or
less degree to the citizens of the entire State, Booker Wash-
ington, through similar means, had extended the advan-
tages of Tuskegee throughout Macon County in particular
and the State of Alabama and neighboring States in general.

The extension work of Tuskegee began in a small way
over twenty years ago. It preceded even the work of the
demonstration agents of the United States Department